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PASTORS CORNER
Dear Friends,

It’s almost impossible to believe that another church
year is quickly coming to a close. It seems as if it were
only yesterday that I stood before you, letting you
know that I had been diagnosed with cancer and would
undergo chemotherapy, surgery and radiation. Back
then the end of treatment seemed a lifetime away. Sud-
denly, in the twinkling of an eye, it’s all over. You
came together as a united church family, and led your
own worship services. You supported each other as
you read scripture and preached. You got closer and
learned to enjoy each other’s company again. And
more than all of this, you took care of each other and
you took great care of me. I could not be more blessed
to be among such wonderful, caring people. As St
Paul says, I never stop giving thanks to God for you.

So, as we start another church year, wide-eyed, and full
of expectation, our situation begs the question, “Where
do we go from here?” It’s really fitting that we ask this
question now as we begin the season of Advent. What
a wonderful time of year! The earth goes to sleep, tak-
ing a much-deserved rest from the year’s work of pro-
ducing food and fruit, infant animals and birds, a hiatus
from the work of growing, But though we perceive a
dormant earth, we know that God’s Spirit is moving
through the mechanics of Creation. All too soon, the
snows will melt, and seeds lying under the ground will
spring forth with fragrant greenery. It will be spring-
time once again.

Sunday, November 28" is the first Sunday of Advent,
marking the beginning of a time of wonder and hope as

we once again await the birth of our Lord and Savior.
In all the hustle and bustle of Christmas time, it may be
hard to hear the angels sing, and with all the shopping
and visiting and running around, it may seem like we
will not get the same rest that the earth will enjoy. But
the truth is, as we approach this holy time, as the day
comes nearer when we remember how a little child in a
nothing town was born to be the Savior of the world,
we, like the earth, will be forced to stop and take no-
tice. We won’t even realize we are being slowed
down. But as we come to a galactic pause on Christ-
mas Eve, we will wait in the silent night, hold our col-
lective breath, and kneel at the foot of a manger with
angels, animals and kings. With neither gold, nor
frankincense, nor myrrh to give, we will offer only our
hearts, naked, and filled with love, to a God who asks
nothing more.

As we celebrate this holiday season, let us take a step
back and ask where God’s call is leading us; where we
are being asked to share the love and caring in our
hearts, as individuals, as families, and as a church fam-
ily, with the rest of God’s creation. When we recall the
gift of “Immanuel” - “God with us”, let us remember
that above and beyond anything else in this life, we are
God’s children; God’s people, called to do God’s
work. Like the seeds in the ground during winter, in
this Advent season we too await the touch of the Holy
Spirit, God’s breath moving in and around us to kindle
the flame of love and ignite our hearts for action.
Then, we too will come alive to participate with Christ
in the healing of the world. May you all have a blessed
Advent and a wonderful Christmas!

Much love,
Patty




Adult Christian Education

Tuesday Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study @ 6:30
A.M. at East Guilford
(For the men of both parishes)

Tuesday, November 23, 2010

Proverbs 24:7-9 and 2 Samuel 17
Tuesday, November 30, 2010

Proverbs 24:10-12 and 2 Samuel 18
Tuesday, December 7, 2010

Proverbs 24:13-14 and 2 Samuel 19
Tuesday, December 14, 2010

Proverbs 24:15-16 and 2 Samuel 20
Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Proverbs 24:17-18 and 2 Samuel 21
Tuesday, December 28, 2010

Proverbs 24:19-20 and 2 Samuel 22
Tuesday, January 4, 2011

Proverbs 24:21-22 and 2 Samuel 23
Tuesday, January 11, 2011

Proverbs 24:23-26 and 2 Samuel 24
Tuesday, January 18, 2011

Proverbs 24:27and 1 Kings 1
Tuesday, January 25, 2011

Proverbs 24:28-29 and 1 Kings 2
Tuesday, February 1, 2011

Proverbs 24:30-34 and 1 Kings 3
Tuesday, February 8, 2011

Proverbs 25:1-3 and 1 Kings 4
Tuesday, February 15, 2011

Proverbs 25:4-5 and 1 Kings 5
Tuesday, February 22, 2011

Proverbs 25:6-8 and 1 Kings 6

JOIN US FOR THE BEST BREAKFAST IN TOWN
ON A TUESDAY MORNING!

Decorate the churches
for Christmas:

East Guilford — 11/28/10 After
Worship

Presbyterian Women of East
Guilford @ 10:00 A.M.
First Thursday of the Month

Thursday, December 2, 2010 @ 10:00 AM @ the
Church

Thursday, January 6, 2011 @ 10:00 AM @ the
Church
COM Dinner Preparation on Tuesday, 1/4/11

Thursday, February 4, 2011 @ 10:00 AM @ the
Church

Bible Study: The Book of Revelation Jfrom
Horizons

Advent Bible Study — Thursday Evenings
During Advent
“Meeting the Messiah” — Scriptures for the
Advent Season by Kara Lassen Oliver

Thursday, December 2, 2010 @ 7:00 PM @ the
Manse
Chapter 1:“The Holy Spirit”

Thursday, December 9, 2010 @ 7:00 PM at the
Manse
Chapter 2: “John the Baptist”

Thursday, December 16, 2010@ 7:00 PM @ the
Manse
Chapter 3/4: “Mary” & “The Shepherds”

Thursday, January 6, 2011 @ 7:00 PM at the
Manse
Chapter 5 — “Jesus”




Session Information

Please watch the inserts for meeting locations!

Winter Session Meetings - East Guilford
Monday, December 13, 2010 @ 7:00 PM @ the

Harmony Circle — Presbyterian Manse
Women of Unadilla @ 1:00 PM. Monday, January 10, 2011 @ 7:00 PM Location
First Tuesday of the Month TBD
Monday, February 14,2011 @ 7:00 PM Location
Tuesday, December 7, 2010 @ 1:00 PM @ the TBD
’ Manse Monday, March 14,2011 @ 7:00 PM @ the
Church
Tuesday, January 4, 2011 @ 1:00 PM
Location: TBD Winter Session Meetings — Unadilla
Tuesday, D ber 14,2010 @ 7:00 PM @ th
Wednesday, February 2, 2011 @ 1:00 PM O e famse ©
Location: TBD
Tuesday, January 11, 2011 @ 7:00 PM Location
COM Dinner Preparation on Tuesday, 2/1/11 TBD
Tuesday, February 15,2011 @ 7:00 PM Location
Bible Study: Joshua and The Book of Revelation " TBD
- from Horizons Tuesday, March 15, 2011 @ 7:00 PM @ the
———————————————— Church
Communion & Home Communion Fall Personnel Committee Meetings
Schedule Monday, November 29, 2010 @Unadilla @ 7:00
PM. :
East Guilford
Sunday, December 5 . )
Sunday, January 2™ Annual Congregational Meetings
Sunday, February 6®
East Guilford
Unadilla Thursday, January 13, 2011

6:00 PM — Pot Luck Dinner

Sunday, December 19" . .
7:00 Pm — Annual Meeting of the Congregation

Sunday, January 16"

Sunday, February 20®
Y ary Unadilla

Sunday, January 9, 2011
After the 11:00 Service
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Presbytery Gatherings & Events
(www.susvalpresby.org)

Spring Gathering

Saturday, March 5, 2011

Location TBA

8:30 AM - Registration

8:45 AM — Walk Through the Docket

9:00 AM - Call to Order

Presbyterian Women Spring
Gathering

(www.susvalpresby.org)

Spring Gathering

Saturday, April 9, 2011

At First Presbyterian Church of Unadilla
9:30 AM - 1:30 PM - Program TBA

Calendar of Events

Sunday, November 28, 2010

10:30 AM

Church Decorating/Cookie Packing @
East Guilford

Monday, November 29, 2010
7:00 PM
Personnel Committee @ Unadilla

Thursday, December 2, 2010
7:00 PM
Advent Bible Study @ the Manse

Saturday, December 4, 2010 9:00
AM
Unadilla Christmas Bazaar & Lunch

Sunday, December 5, 2010

12:30 PM

Church Decorating @ Unadilla After
the Service

Wednesday, December 8, 2010

7.00 PM

Cookie Packing @ Unadilla for
College/Military

Sunday, December 12, 2010

3:00 PM
Unadilla Choir @ Cooperstown



The Separation of Church and State
By Rev. Patty Wolff
Pastor: East Guilford United Presbyterian Church
and First Presbyterian Church of Unadilla

Anyone who has looked on the Internet in the recent (or not so recent) past has no doubt seen the myr-
iad jokes regarding the prohibition of prayer in public schools. One of the jokes features a teacher
listing all the things expected of her: things ranging from encouraging students’ intellectual develop-
ment to preventing lice. She ends the joke by saying, “All this - and then you tell me I can’t pray!?!?”
Time was when local clergy were invited to civic events and graduations for an “invocation”, prayer
in schools was mandatory, and nearly everything was closed on Sunday. Today, that is not only con-
sidered by many to be “un-American”, but in many cases, it is also illegal. While I would not encour-
age a return to “yesteryear” for the country as a whole, I am disheartened and dismayed that so many
people seem to misunderstand the principle of “separation of church and state” and the meaning of our
Constitution’s “establishment clause™ as they were intended, a misunderstanding that has actually led
to a curtailment of the religious liberties this country’s Constitution was designed to protect.

Coined by Thomas Jefferson in an 1802 letter, “separation of church and state” was meant to assure
Danbury Baptists that the government being set up under the Constitution would never have the power
to dictate religious doctrine, or establish one “state religion” which would then be thought superior to
any other faith. While the original context referred to “Christian Trinitarian doctrines”, it would be
simple to extend it to include all faiths, and atheism, in a nation-where freedom of religious expression
cannot and should not be punished by the government. In Europe, in Jefferson’s day and now, the
“church” is a state run organization. Religious leaders are employees of the government by which
religious institutions are funded. Even members of congregations are determined by the geographic
boundaries of the “parish”. Jefferson wished to remove any power the government might have to co-
opt any state religion, thereby making it a vehicle for the government’s agenda, rather than those of
the religious community, whatever its beliefs. By prohibiting religious expression in public schools,
we not only deny our children the right to experience a diversity of religious opinion free from being
proselytized and exposure to ancient and modern art and music, but also supplant any religious com-
munity’s idea of a deity with another “god”; the state. By scheduling events that conflict with reli-
gious observances and then penalizing children who forego the “school” event to attend religious ser-
vices, we force our children and their parents to accept the new deity, and deny our children the very
rights our Constitution protects. Further, we risk marginalizing and alienating religious groups, an
emotion that, according to Mark Juergensmeyer in, “Terror in the Mind of God” (University of Cali-
fornia Press, 2000), may contribute to “extremist” religious expression. Juergensmeyer suggests that
governments need a “moral compass”, and that leaders in all faith traditions can provide a diversity

that offers hope for the future.




| Dear Fellow Camel Lovers,

| As you all know, it will soon be Christmas! I just love this time of
year, when so many of my family are seen in pictures and Nativity’s all
-~ over the world. At this time of year, I hope that we all remember that
" some of the first people to worship the Christ child were not Jews, or
even people living in Palestine 2000 years ago. No! They were magi —
- wise men and astronomers — from a far off country. And instead of
~ worshipping Yahweh, the God of the Jewish people, they were Zoroas-
' trians. Zoroastrianism is an ancient religion originating in Persia be-
fore the 6% Century BCE. Its principal prophet, Zoroaster, claimed
there was a single deity, Ahura Mazda, from whom only good things
. came. While not recorded in our Bible, Zoroastrians may have influ-
. enced the ancient Israelites as Judaism developed. The holy book of
| the Zoroastrians was called, Avesta. Almost none of this book survives
B except for a few liturgies (praises and hymns to Ahura Mazda). How-
ever, the magi who visited Jesus clearly knew his birth was to be an

event of great significance, and came to pay him homage.

*x X * x *
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Many, many holiday items, bake goods, candy
and atmosphere to enhance your
holiday shopping.

SEE YOU THERE!
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