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LENT

His arms spread wide upon the Cross, held open
to embrace us, and call us near ro our dying Lord,
as He breathes His last for you and me. This is
the mood of the season of Lent, which marks the
period of the Church in which we, the faithful,
reflect upon the Passion and Death of Our Lord
Jesus Christ. Throughout this holy season, we
make sacrifices, as a reminder of Christ’s ultimare
sacrifice upon the Cross.

Mother Church focuses her gaze upon the suffer-
ings of Christ, as we go on a forty day journey to
commemorate the last days of Christ before his
death. The liturgy reflects upon the pains thar
Christ had ro endure in saving the world, The
season of Lent places the liturgical mood into a
sense of solemnity, as we reflect deep within our
hearts the love with which Jesus Christ so willingly
gave up His Iife. This is a good Lenten reflection
to follow:

Imagine this...Imagine being nailed to a wooden
cross, the heat of the sun blazing on your
exhausted body, your head pounding from weak-
ness and exasperation. Nails being driven into the
tender palm of your hand, pain screaming through
every nerve and vein. Upon your head you wear a
crown of thorns, each digging into your scalp.
Your feet nailed to splintering wood, a large nail
driven deep within the flesh. Then, most pain-
fully, your heart is pierced, you feel the weight of

the world’s burdens upon your shoulders, and

your heart aches with the sorrows and sins of man-
kind. All this, and more, our Beloved Savior en-
dured, with us in mind.

Imagine fear dwelling within in His heart all the
way to Calvary, as our Beloved Lord carried the
cross, weighed down by it, and being mocked by all
around him, yet knowing that He would save man-
kind. At His hour of need, not one of mankind
offered consolation, His friends were to bear their
grief alone. For, all who passed the wood of the
Cross mocked Jesus, spat at Him and cursed Him.

Upon the Cross, He took the sins of the world, and
there He hung in despair. Pain seized His whole
Body for hours as His tired body was stretched
upon the Cross hardly able to breathe. Yet, beyond
the wood of the Cross lay salvation. That day
Christ gave up His tired spirit, and handed over His
soul to the Father. Blessed Mary, St. John, Joseph
of Arimathea, and Nicodemus were present to bury

the body of Our Lord within a cold sealed tomb.

“Greater love than this”, Jesus said, “no man hath,
than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” Re-
gardless of pain, Jesus held us dear to His heart, and
accepted his sufferings willingly knowing that His
Father would not abandon Him.

Jesus” outstanding faith at the point of death is an
incredible example of how our faith should be in
the Father. For, in this testing time of suffering and
death for Jesus, He does not give up on His Father.
Cont on next pg...
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the church. There is a special enveiope in
your offering envelope box or you may use
one of the general purpose envelopes in the
pews and designate the offering to go to “per
capita”.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration,
Unadilla Session

















































