SPIRTJUALLY
SPEAKING

DECEMBER 2007

Websites: www.unadillapresbyterian.org / www.eastauilfordpc.org

Yho are pou, little bop?

Who are you, little boy,

Who fills my womb with promise,

That an angel announced your coming?
Who are you whom the Spirit conceived in
me?

Who are you, little boy,
Who grows within my betrothed
That in a dream God should call me?

Who are you for whom I am taking Mary as .

wife?

Who are you, little boy,

That angels chant your praise to mere
shepherds?

Who are you for whom I rush down hills to
town?

Who are you whom I seek in a manger?

Who are you, little boy?

Are you the promised one

For whom we've hoped and prayed and
longed?

Have you come at last?

Who are you, little boy

Who fills my stable with groans of birth,
Then cries of joy and fresh-filled lungs?
Who are you that shepherds should kneel
in my barn?

Who are you, little boy

That a star illuminates your birth?
Who are you to beckon old men with
eastern lore

To travel far and fall at your feet?

Who are you, little boy,

Whom wise men seek in court as king?

Who are you to usurp my claim to rule my
world?

Who are you, fearsome, fragile Messiah-boy?

Who are you, little boy,

Whose glory I have seen,

Who uncurls woodshavings near my bench?
Who sweeps and sands, and loves a stand-in
father?

Who are you, little boy,

Who challenges scribes beyond our knowing?
Who weighs our answers, probes our doubts?
Who are you to call these golden halls, "My
Father's House"?

Who are you, little boy,

Who heals and teaches and loves?

Who breaks time-honored rules without
shame?

Who generates such wonder within?

Who are you, little boy,

Who wounds your mother's heart?

For whom do you suffer, if innocent?

What do you mean, "It is finished!" when you
die?

Who are you, little boy,

Who comes into my world?

Do I know? Perhaps, but let me ask again:
Who you are, little boy?



Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Two years ago | wrote to encourage you in your faith as we were adjusting to life without a full-
time pastor. You may remember that | suggested a positive approach for dealing with change in
the Church. | feel the need to encourage you again and | begin with an excerpt from that news-

letter article:

We know that change is inevitable and unpredictable. We have reason to fear the unknown but
all we have are the present and the future. Let us work together as we move into uncharted
water. Pray for one another, be present in worship and other activities, participate in the life of
the church and persevere. Our “time in the desert”, although painful, presents tremendous
growth possibilities for us—both individually and as a parish—if we will only step forward in
faith.

When | wrote last time | had no idea that | would be called to serve on the pastoral nominating
committee to seek our next pastor, but | am grateful for the opportunity to serve in this capacity,
helping to do God’s work. | am very pleased to report to you that the rest of the committee
shares this feeling of gratitude and joy; working tirelessly and meeting frequently. We agreed at
the outset to make decisions by consensus, to pray collectively and individually, and to trust the
Holy Spirit to lead us to the pastor God has in mind for us. We refuse to feel desperate or pres-
sured to be hasty in our work. God knows when our work will be done. We don’t, and that is ok
because he has a plan for us.

At our first PNC meeting Art Suggs, our COM representative, prayed with us and offered an op-
portunity for us to contribute to that prayer. | was pleasantly surprised when Becky Holley of-
fered a few words, including a verse from Jeremiah 29 that | always carry in my wallet, “For |
know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.” We frequently refer to this verse as we go about our PNC
work and | encourage each of you to read this uplifting chapter as well.

| began thinking about writing to you last Saturday morning while doing my morning devotions
that include a meditation from the Upper Room. The devotion for that day was a reflection on
Jeremiah 29. | spent the day thinking about what | might write but it wasn’t until Sunday when
Pastor Dale preached from Haggai that it all came together for me.

When life deals you lemons, make lemonade!

Shortly after the Babylonians captured Jerusalem, carrying off most of the populace, God spoke
to the captives through Jeremiah: “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what
they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your
daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number
there; do not decrease. Also seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have carried
you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”



Can you put yourself in the sandals of these exiles? Consider the circumstances:

1.The temple (the Jews’ great symbol of their special relationship with God) has been reduced to
rubble.

2.Freedom is lost.

3.The period of exile is expected to be seventy years.

Chances are slim to none that anyone born before the exile will live to return.

That does sound bleak. | freely admit that | would be ready for sackcloth and ashes. But that
was not God’s plan. He not only promised an end to the exile in seventy years, but commanded
that everyday life return to normal. Notice also that He asks the captives to be happy in their cir-
cumstance, praying for peace and prosperity for their captors as well. Can we learn something
from this?

Just how are we doing in our exile? At the risk of leaving something out, [ will try to identify
some of the ways that we are following God’s advice found in Jeremiah:

1.Dale is here to shepherd us through this part of our “exile”. He is helping us to become recep-
tive to changes that will inevitably come with a new pastor. He also prepares for and leads wor-
ship services and Bible studies. He has also married sons and daughters for us!

2.The sessions are faithfully doing their part to lead the congregations, preparing and adminis-
tering budgets, promote fellowship activities, mission projects and all other normal functions.
3.The choirs and organists continue to provide a meaningful and effective ministry of music.
4.The youth and their leaders meet regularly and participate in outreach and mission activities.
5.The Unadilla building committee has made great strides in their renovation project that will re-
sult in a very much improved facility.

6.The EG UPW is spearheading the November Share the Bounty Dinner at the Sidney Methodist
Church.

7.

Your PNC is meeting regularly, working deliberately and prayerfully.

Dale’s sermon on November 11, based on Haggai 2, reinforces the theme of this message for
you. Haggai delivered this prophecy from God at the end of the exile. Verses 4 and 5 offer sim-
ple advice and great comfort:

“...But now be strong, O Zerubbabel,” declares the Lord. “Be strong, O Joshua son of Jeho-
zadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,” declares the Lord, “and work. For |
am with you,” declares the Lord Almighty.... “And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.”
The Lord does have good things in mind for us, not only in the future, but right now. Let’s go
boldly forward doing God’s work, remembering that “...I know the plans | have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” So
get ready to build, plant gardens, start knitting blankets for all those new babies, pray for your
enemies, work and enjoy that lemonade. '

God be with you,

Dave Williams



The Lost Sheperd: A Musical Drama presented by the St. Luke’s Lutheran Church Choir.
December 7 & 8, 7:30 pm. Tickets available at Country Computers &
Publishing. Reception to follow.

Arrival of Saint Nick: Unadilla: December 8, 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Masonic Temple on Main
Street. Bring a can of food for the food bank and receive a free picture with St. Nick. Treat bags
& snacks.





















